UNIT 4 TRADITIONAL IRISH MUSIC
WARM UP
i.
ii.
iii.

When do you listen to music? On the bus? When you’re
studying? Lying in bed? Etc.
Do you prefer listening to music from your own country
or to international music?
Can you play a musical instrument?

PART 1A DANCE TO THE MUSIC
i.
Do you like to dance?
ii. Are you a good dancer?
iii. Can you match the Pictures with the Dances below?

1

2

3

“Music speaks what is impossible to say
in normal words.”
“Music," he said. "Is a magic stronger
than everything we do here!”
“Songs are sad when the person
listening is sad.”
“Music is the universal language that all
people in the world understand.”
“Without music, life has no sense.”

4

5

“Music can change you.”

6

“People who are very different like the
same music. With music we can meet
lots of interesting people.”
7

8

9

10

11

12

“A popular song is a song you have heard
so many times you never want to hear it
again.”
“If a song has an important meaning for
you, it is a great song.”
“With music, you can invent new worlds
and places to visit in your head.”
“Singers tell stories. In a song we can
understand the world and other people.”

DANCE
Breakdance
(USA)
Samba
(Brazil)
Ballet
(Russia)
Haka
(New Zealand)
Bharatanatyam
(India)
Belly Dance
(Turkey)

PICTURE

DANCE
Disco
(USA)
Flamenco
(Spain)
Tango
(Argentina)
Cossack
(Ukraine)
Gangnam
(South Korea)
CanCan
(France)

PICTURE

iv. Watch video of each dance. See ONLINE SECTION. Which is
your favourite? Why?
v. How would you describe each dance?
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UNIT 7 HOW IRISH PEOPLE COMMUNICATE
PART 2A ‘AS GAEILGE’ - THE IRISH LANGUAGE
i.

Can you ‘correct’ the sentences below?
A. I’m doing it wrong, amn’t I?
B. Where’s me mobile phone?
C. What does he be doing up in his room?
D. What are ye doing for the weekend?
E. Youse don’t understand anything.

ii.
iii.

There are a few small differences in how people speak English in Ireland compared to British or
American English etc. (The sentences above are influenced by the Irish language, Gaeilge.)
Have you heard any Irish people use any of the expressions above?
Can you translate one expression you really like from your language into English?

PART 2B UNDERSTANDING MEANING FROM CONTEXT
i.

People in Ireland often use the expressions below. What do you think the words (in bold/italics) mean?
Choose option A or B for each one. Use the context of the sentences to help you.
A. Funny
B. Stupid

1. ‘He’s a gas man! I love talking to him.’

i.

2. ‘How was your weekend?’
‘Deadly! We visited the Cliffs of Moher.’

A. Very good
B. Very bad

3. ‘How is your new job?’
‘Ah, it’s grand. It’s a job.’

A. Big
B. OK

4. ‘Was there any craic at the party?’
‘Yeah, I had a great time.’

A. Fun
B. Drugs

5. ‘Who is yer man?’

A. That guy
B. Your father

6. ‘C’mere, how was your holiday?’’

A. Listen
B. Go away

7. ‘How was the weather?’
‘Brutal. It rained all day.’

A. Very good
B. Very bad

‘What type of
parties do you
think I go to?’

‘Any craic at
the party?’

ii. Can you make your own sentences
using some of the expressions?

Listen and match the Interjection Sounds in the box with their
Meanings below.
Yay! -- Sshh -- Huh? -- Argh -- Yuck -- Aha, aha
Ouch -- Oh? -- Brrr -- Oops -- Mwah -- Aah, OK
Uh oh -- HaHa -- Em/eh/um -- Mmmm

ii.
iii.

Surprise

I understand

Be quiet

Tastes bad

Pain

We’re in trouble

I’m happy

My mistake

A kiss

I’m thinking

I’m angry

That’s funny

I’m cold

I don’t understand
Tastes good

I’m listening

Use some of the interjections above. (Your teacher can give you some example situations.)
Can you think of any interjections in your language?
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UNIT 8 IRISH WEATHER
PART 3A WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE WEATHER?
WEATHER QUIZ
In pairs/small groups, how many questions can you answer?
1.

Which do we see/hear first – thunder or lightning?

2.

How many colours are there in the rainbow? (How many can you name?)

3.

Dublin is the place in Ireland that has the most rain. True/False

4.

The sunniest area of Ireland is Wexford in the south-east. True/False

5.

Ireland is one of the safest places in the world from earthquakes. True/False

6.

North winds normally bring warm weather to Ireland. True/False

7.

Most of Ireland’s rain comes from the Atlantic Ocean. True/False

8.

In the winter, most of the rivers in Ireland freeze with ice. True/False

9.

What are the three months of summer in Ireland? (And winter?)

10.

On what date is the longest day of the year in Ireland? (And the shortest day?)

11.

The ‘greenhouse effect’ was discovered by an Irish scientist, John Tyndall. What is the ‘greenhouse
effect’?

12.

What weather does ‘Low Pressure’ usually mean for Ireland? (And ‘High’?)
A GREENHOUSE
A GREENHOUSE

A GREENHOUSE

Dublin
Dublin
Atlantic
Ocean
Wexford
Wexford

Atlantic
Atlantic
Ocean
Ocean

Dublin
Dublin

A GREENHOUSE

Dublin

Atlantic
Ocean
Wexford
Wexford

Wexford

In pairs/small groups, can you make any more questions about the weather in general or the weather
in your country? Ask the other students.

i.
ii.
iii.
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Weather affects the type of houses we live in. Are
houses in Ireland different in from your country?
Weather affects the clothes we wear. Do Irish
people dress differently from in your country?

UNIT 12 IRISH SCIENCE & LOVE
PART 1B TEN IRISH INVENTIONS
i.

Match the Irish Inventions to the Descriptions below and to the Timeline of when each was invented.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

DESCRIPTION

PICTURE

TIMELINE

A. It changed war forever

Which invention is the oldest? (1680)

B. It hurts, but then it helps you

Which invention is the newest? (1996)

C. An important moment in the game

Match ‘ejector seat’, ‘tractor’ & ‘tank’ to the dates

D. It’s more comfortable to walk

1911

E. It can save your life
F. Children like this
G. It changed farming forever

1926

1946

Which came first - the defibrillator or the syringe?
(1844)

H. It can make you look cool

(1965)

Which three things were invented in the 1890s?

I. You can stay connected
J. You can make a quick escape

ii. Which invention are you most surprised that it came from Ireland? (Find out more about this invention.)
iii. What are your country’s most famous inventions? (If you don’t know any, look them up online.)

i.
ii.

Irish writer
wrote
in 1726. Do you know the story? For example, do you know
?
what is special about the island that Gulliver visits called
After Lilliput, Gulliver travels to
, a land of giants where everything is 20 times bigger than normal.
In teams, imagine you are Gulliver. You want to leave Brobdingnag. Before you get in your boat,
Everything is big, so you can only put 6 things in
the giants give you some things to take with you.
your boat. You don’t know where you will go. In your team, choose 6 things below to take with you.
Box of matches – Handkerchief – Biscuit – Scissors – Map - Toothbrush – Small mirror
Shoelace – Notebook – Key – Watch - Chewing gum – Bottle of perfume - Pen - Ring – Comb

iii. After one week in your boat, there is a big storm. Your boat is destroyed. You are now alone on a desert
island with only your 6 things. The island is normal sized with lots of trees, plants and water. It is
very hot during the day and very cold at night. There are lots of dangerous animals.
In your team, using the 6 things and what you find on the island, you must:

iv. Present your team’s ideas to the whole class. Vote on which team’s ideas are best.
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