UNIT 4 SCIENCE, INNOVATION & BUSINESS
WARM UP
i.
What thing in your life could you not live without? Why?
ii. Can you think of a bad invention you’d like to un-invent?
iii. NEW USES: We normally use a clothes hanger to
hang clothes. In pairs, use your imagination
and try to think of 4/5 other possible uses.
(For example, you could use it as TV
antennae etc.)

PART 1 TEN WORLD INVENTIONS
i.

Match the Inventions with When/Where each was invented.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

“Ignoring the rules is what invention is
about.”
“To invent, you need a good imagination &
lots of stuff.” “Progress is made by lazy people looking
for easier ways to do things.”

YEAR/COUNTRY
2nd C. China
7th C. India
10th C. Ethiopia

9

vii

10

viii

1280 Italy

1890s France
1948 Switzerland

1958 Denmark
1969 USA
ii.
iii.

In pairs, rank the inventions above in order of importance.
Choose a Top 3 (not including the inventions above) for the
most useful human inventions ever and the Top 3 most
useful inventions in your lifetime. Give reasons.
TOP 3 IN HISTORY

iv.

“Only two things are infinite, the universe
& human stupidity & I'm not sure about
the former.”
“If it’s green, it’s Biology. If it smells bad,
it’s Chemistry. If it doesn’t work, it’s
Physics.”
“Science is made up of mistakes which
are useful, because they lead little by
little to the truth.”
“The open window of science first makes
us shiver with cold, but then the fresh
air energises us.”
“Business is a game, If you want to win,
learn the rules.” “Business advertising is legalized lying.”

1596 UK
1886 Germany

v.

“The true creator is necessity. It is the
mother of invention.”
“Humans will never make an invention
more beautiful than nature where nothing
is lacking, nothing is unnecessary.”

TOP 3 IN YOUR LIFETIME

If you time-travelled back 300 years, what inventions could
you actually make to improve people’s lives back then?
What not-yet-invented thing do you think the world really
needs?

1

“We can say in two words why humans
have never achieved their full potential…
business meetings.”

UNIT 2 IRISH SPORT
PART 2A GAELIC GAMES
i.

TRUE OR FALSE QUIZ: Ireland’s national sports are Gaelic football, hurling, camogie and handball.
They are run by the Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA). Decide if the facts below are TRUE or FALSE.
GAA FACTS
T/F
Gaelic footballers earn a lot of money for playing
Hurling has been played in Ireland for about 100 years
Many camogie players wear skorts (skirt/shorts)
Ireland play Gaelic football internationals against Australia
The GAA was important in the fight for independence from Britain
The GAA stadium Croke Park is one of the biggest in Europe
Hurling was inspired by Canada’s national sport ice hockey
ESPN’s ‘Top 10 World Sporting Events To See Live’ - The All Ireland
Final is listed 3rd, one place behind the football World Cup final

ii.
iii.

What is the national sport in your country? Make TRUE/FALSE Facts about and it test your class.
GAELIC GAMES: HOW TO PLAY Watch some video of Gaelic football & hurling (See ONLINE SECTION).
What do you think of the two sports? Match the Rules in the box to the correct Sport.
Point
A. Games last 70 minutes B. Like a mix of rugby & soccer C. You hit the ball with a stick

D. Teams of 15 players E. Ball over the bar = 1 point / Ball into the net = 1 goal or 3 points
F. Like hockey but you can pick the ball up into your hands G. You can’t throw the ball
H. Kick or punch the ball to pass & to score I. As you run, balance the ball on the stick
J. As you run, bounce the ball or drop it onto your foot
GAELIC
FOOTBALL
iv.
v.

HURLING

Goal

BOTH

Write out the rules for a sport - the other students must guess which sport it is.
If you have access to a ball/hurl/sliothar, practice some of the Gaelic games skills above for yourself.

CULTURAL IMPORTANCE OF GAELIC GAMES
In 1884, a group of nationalistic Irishmen founded the GAA to bring structure to traditional
Irish sports and to promote Irish cultural identity. Michael Cusack, ‘Father of the GAA’, said,
‘A race of people is dependant on its sports for the development of a national spirit.’
i. Why do you think these men were worried about the decline of Irish culture and sports
at this time (1880s)? Do you agree with Cusack’s quote?
ii. What does ‘cultural nationalism’ mean? Can you give an example from your country?
Today there are over 2,500 GAA clubs in Ireland and many others among emigrant communities all
around the world. Gaelic games are played in the 32 counties of the island, both north and south. The
All-Ireland finals are held each year in September in Croke Park, Dublin, which holds over 82,000 people.
The players are all unpaid amateurs who represent their local communities.
iii. Do you think GAA players should get paid? Why/why not?
iv. Find out which counties are the most successful in hurling, Gaelic football & camogie. Choose a team
to support in the All Irelands - learn about their history, team colours and songs, best players etc.

Long ago, an important man called Culann organised a big party. He invited King Conor and many other
people including Setanta, a young boy who worked for the King. Culann put his best guard dog
outside the entrance to protect his castle during the party. However, Setanta was playing a
game of hurling and arrived late, He was walking along bouncing the sliotar (ball) on his hurley. The
huge dog was waiting and attacked Setanta. Terrified, Setanta used all his strength to hit the sliotar with
his hurley. It went straight into the hound’s throat and killed it. Later, Culann was happy Setanta was safe
but sad his dog had died. Setanta said that he would guard Culann's castle until he got another dog. The
Irish word for a dog or hound is Cú (Coo). Setanta became known as Cú Chulainn - ‘The Hound of Culann.’
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UNIT 3 IRISH CHARACTER & RELATIONSHIPS
PART 3A ‘A FUNNY THING HAPPENED ON THE WAY TO LOVE’
i.

How high did you rank ‘sense of humour’ in PART 2A? Someone who makes us laugh seems to have
universal appeal around the world. Match the paragraph titles with the theories below explaining why.
1. SHOWS ATTRACTIVE QUALITIES

2. REVEALS INTEREST

3. CREATES TOGETHERNESS

A man joking & woman laughing (or not) is a way for him to judge if she’s attracted
to him & for her to show attraction. This romance ‘script’ is generations old.
A shared laugh brings people together. It shows values or life-views in common. It
B.
makes us feel good together & is a pathway to a longer-lasting relationship.
Humour is about timing - saying something at the right time to the right people. It
C.
suggests emotional & social intelligence & a likeable personality.

A.

ii.
iii.

Which do you agree with most? Do you agree humour plays a different role in flirting for men/women?
WARNING: ‘Humour is best used in moderation on a first date or when you meet someone for the first
time.’ Why? Have you experienced when ‘a joke goes wrong’?

PART 3B WHAT TYPE OF HUMOUR ARE YOU?
i.
ii.
iii.

Who is your funniest friend? What makes them so funny?
What is your favourite comedy film, TV show or comedian? What do you not find funny?
Can you match the six Humour Types to the Descriptions below? (Look up any words you don’t know.)
1. LAUGH-AT-LIFE 2. WITTY 3. ANECDOTAL 4. IRONIC
5. SELF-DEPRECATING 6. DEADPAN
Telling funny or humorous stories (they can be true or partly true)
The intended meaning is opposite to the actual words said
Making fun of yourself
Looking for the humour in a situation (even a bad one) & laughing
Saying a funny line without smiling while everyone else is laughing
Your jokes show intelligence & an ability to play with language

iv.
v.

Which humour do you like most? Which is most common in your culture?
TASK: Find video of something that makes you laugh. Show it to the class.
Is it one of the humour types above or something different? Do the other students find it funny?

i.
ii.

Is it difficult to understand humour in another culture? Why? Have you ever experienced ‘not getting the joke’?
Understanding the Irish sense of humour is important in getting to know the people. Some key characteristics
are explained below that might help you understand better. Can you link each box to a type of humour in 3B above?
Irish people don’t take themselves too seriously. They
make jokes about themselves & also like others who
can laugh at themselves too so there’s a lot of slagging.
Often the more Irish insult you, the more they like you.
Irish people will say something with a smile & a look
in their eyes. Are they being serious? Did they mean
that statement or was that sarcasm?
Irish joke all the time - in the saddest situation like a
funeral (to celebrate the person’s life with laughter) or
the most serious business work meeting. Humour is
everywhere, making fun of the good & bad in life.

iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.

Sit in a pub or listen to Irish people talk about their
weekends on a Monday morning in work. Irish love
telling stories to make each other laugh. The ability to
tell funny stories is valued. People listen & appreciate.
An Irish person will say something with a straight
face & no indication that he/she is making a joke. It
only hits you a couple of seconds later.
Irish people can be eloquent speakers & really
inventive & clever in how they use language for comic
effect, Irish also use a lot of ‘bad language’, not in an
aggressive way, just for comic emphasis.

Have you experienced any of these aspects of Irish humour?
What does ‘slagging’ mean? Do you have friendships where you slag each other a lot?
Would it happen in your culture that people joke in a business meeting? Or even at a funeral?
- “English is a wall between us and our true Irish character. Bad language is a hammer.” Comedian, Tommy Tiernan. What does he mean? Who uses bad language in your country? In what contexts?
TASK: Tell a joke in English to your class. Your task is to make your classmates and teacher laugh.
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UNIT 5 VISUAL IRELAND
PART 4 MODERN IRISH PAINTING
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.

Do you like galleries/museums? What’s the best one you’ve visited? Have you been to any in Ireland?
TASK 1: List ways to improve the ‘gallery experience’ to get young people to engage more with art.
Who is your country’s most famous artist? Who is your own favourite artist?
TASK 2: Look out the window. How would you paint the scene? Would the colours/materials etc. that
you use change depending on the country you’re in? Make notes and a sketch plan for your painting.
Fine art paintings are traditionally divided into five categories. Match the ten Irish works of art in the
Pictures with a Category in the grid below on the left. (There are two paintings in each Category.)

A

C

B

William Scott

F

Seán Keating

Roderic O’Conor

Norah McGuinness

William Orpen

Robert Ballagh

THE FIVE ART CATEGORIES
1. History - Religious/historical painting with a moral message
2. Portraits - Individual, group or self
3. Genre - Scenes telling a story of everyday life
4. Landscape - Principal content is a countryside view
5. Still Life - Domestic or everyday objects
vi.
vii.
viii.

Pop Art
Neoclassical

x.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

James Barry

J

Francis Bacon

Jack B. Yeats

ART MOVEMENTS
Neoclassicism
Academy Art – Minimalism
Realism – Fauvism
Expressionism – Cubism
Pop Art – Surrealism
Impressionism

Look at the Art Styles/Movements in the box on the right. Have you heard of any of them? What do
you think they mean? Ask your teacher or check the ONLINE SECTION for more information on each.
Look up examples of each style online. Can you find any works by famous international artists or
artists from your country in each style? Are any of these paintings similar to the Irish ones above?
Can you identify which Irish paintings in each Category from above are in which specific Artistic Style?
HISTORY PAINTING

ix.

E

I

H

G

Louis Le Brocquy

D

PORTRAITS
Cubist
Academy Art

GENRE PAINTING
Expressionist
Realist

LANDSCAPES
Impressionist
Fauvist

STILL LIFE
Surrealist
Minimalist

Which is your favourite/least favourite painting above? Find out more about the artist that you like
most. What were his/her influences? What do you think he/she is trying to say in the painting above?
TASK 3: Draw a picture in one of the artistic styles. Compare your final work with the other students
in your class. Vote on the best one.

Visit the National/Modern/Hugh Lane gallery, Dublin, the Crawford gallery, Cork or other galleries around Ireland.
Attend one of Ireland’s many arts festivals: Galway, Carlow, Clonmel, Waterford, ‘Earagail’ etc.
Visit the ‘Fashion Exhibition’ at Collins Barracks or National Craft centres like Clarecastle or Kilkenny.
Design a plan for a study or library space within your school.
Dress like an Irish person. See how it feels. Do you feel different? Do people behave differently towards you?
Design a smartphone app. Describe what it does and give reasons for your design decisions.
Walk around an Irish city/town. Look at the buildings. Choose one you like and one you don’t. Report back.
4

